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fate, but a Venetian officer, who commanded part of
his army, was recalled at a critical moment. Deserted
by their allies, the Montenegrins were taken at a
disadvantage. Cetinje was once more destroyed,
and the monastery of Ivan the Black, with all its
precious books and relics, was blown up by the
monks, who preferred death to surrender. The loss
was irreparable; and, though Cetinje was speedily
rebuilt, the convent lay long in ruins. But the
destruction of the capital did not mean the capture
of the country. Unable to dislodge the Montenegrins
from a strong position which they had occupied,
the Turkish commander withdrew, leaving a small
garrison at Obod. In spite of the bitter experience
which they had had of alliances with the great
European Powers, the mountaineers promised to
assist the Emperor Leopold I. next year in his
campaign against the Turks in Servia and Bosnia.
As usual, they were ignored at the peace by their
allies. Indeed, the Venetians are accused of having
poisoned the Vladika Vissarion in order to please
the Sultan. But the man was at hand to save the
liberties of the Black Mountain. Sava, who suc-
ceeded Vissarion, found the Turks too much occupied
with the war on the Lower Danube to disturb his
brief reign ; and by the time that they were once
more at liberty to attack Montenegro, Danilo, first
hereditary Vladika of the House of Petrovic, was
ready to defend it